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Veins will appear tubular running lengthwise across the screen. “Rock” your 
linear probe to see the artery and vein in order to make the differentiation. 
Insert your needle, with the bevel facing up at a 45º angle.  Advance the 
needle slowly pulling on the plunger with your thumb, look for the 
blood “flash”.
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The Point-of-Care Ultrasound (POCUS) Certification Academy™ exists 
to provide physicians and advanced care providers the opportunity to 
collaborate in the shared mission of improving global health and 
setting the standards of excellence in POCUS. 
Pocus.org/Tips


